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\ ivri.^ii ror.r or vihoima.
- ¦:i: t. c lurr.ns has flowed

r «:. r - . n to tho worth of Vlr-
'*: liter:.*-;/ y or.. and Jiow they]

I u;< ; .- Nfw Kn^lnnd's t?lft°d
..;. ?«.->rs. N t h 1 n £ has boon decided. of

i r.-.a we n.ipht better ho honor-
! * ir all our wr!f."-s rather than dis-
-...-e r.' -;t t V. r worth At least,;

*v.nt tho opinion of ]>r. Lyon T.vlor.
--.-M !!.. hi? vor. charnilni: letter)

..> :t a \V" Ishiran >*" ponlup, (Joronwy
t., v.'h. once lived in Virginia, and

wh was acclaimed 1 >. J.is follow coun¬

trymen as "tho »:rer.tr*-t per. ins of this1
ftpo that over appealed In our coun¬

try (Wales)."
Wo aruj>i. so few Virginians have

ever heard of a Wolpb penius .who
was master of William and Mary Col-
lepra, and wo wapor that not ona of
tho c-rltlcs of our literaturo from the
North know of his fatno. Vet Dr.

fTyler writes that Owen Is held in
enthusiastic estimation by his country¬
man, and that they have erected to
his memory a beautiful tablet in tho
Cathedral Church at rtntipor.
Wo must. with 1 »r. Tyler, ppcalc only

from hearsay n« to the beauty of
Welsh poems. Jils ode "Cywydd V
Farn Fawr" has a Ftrikinp and melodi¬
ous title--If it bo pronounced anything-
liko it is written and the JJisliop of
bnmlon called )ilm "th* most llnis-hed
writer of Latin sinco tlie days of tln>
Kom:-.n Krr.; o:p." 11 metrical feats
were certainly of no more temporary
value, cl.1'1 wu v. mid not road of f >ur

editions <¦:' li!f- pc.t tical works, the last
published in 1*-~C.
Th e point is this. Tioe* Virginia'

< ii <¦ en-.'tich for tho memory of her
«'. ! > to proclaim by wine small
" en '. t in 1 the part 111y playefl In her
; ¦ t G"roiiwy Owen's irr:iv« has re-

('-ntly been found in Brunswick Coun-
. m» h'.'-to: i soil lias piven rest to

.> ;sirmor f another nation. l »r.

helie\ i" !.. ml v (t t rust ho i
!.'. Ui;it t' 'o who love gerins.
a'. - ver it- b'.rt r.phice, may feel in-

to : : r<>n« c «r tV.tin-
"i: v j» rhf r-s p!vr> to \\1

r :..-i .% nemo rial hall

K mt(MD M'ltl.l.'l 1 Mill <IOKV.

t;u- .' ' ...« r ,

^'.e v. - a : st 1.: .1 1 Ay f
IHltn wax e : T'-'.v!: wit'.
I-a.-l:lo: We-:.. >:. v. .?...
nilrnblt* patieiree 'JnJn bip plass win-
< <>w, r.:.d 1 c»r bl'tsj.r-d. : »

5:.alter x. hat t:.«*y hai-t c-f tt.e f:-.W
:t yl« .«¦; for .*4 .¦ 'as q«:iff»:.ron*.

Her dross wa «.:...-: ia;. white, and t!.. :->

was a I t of ;t. It i illowr i ar.d tuf
.'.. : nrou:. her v;< .. qii. really- .
r.Kt;re llko fo:. m of tl.- sea. Ov- r it
was 'i!-t t-h'fM .1: ihe st.-irs Her
londe In .id !hafh«- 1 !. sll\»-r tilings.

The B-: t n 1. r irt ti:rn«-<i k'| y-
turvy, J: trw- : .. t:tyh» had
. barred lnt< t: all 11-t tit-'
were

v t: t

iy pumps
1 or lork1ov«-s

Vou knew her.
ones when r 11.x lived, nr.d before

il.'. h( k!!.< ut»«. ii| 1 w ( a!> v. r
- I t l :

wc.s i- beautiful that joti ex-

p cted a i i '

coine through ih«>
. rr v I i-.r.ij '< lain, h.-r V ti would have
!ven i.r r n \ t-. or anythiap ebe. j

>' no of the hei reKal ladies who
..¦¦....¦¦ all w 1.

:.- I 1: 1. ai.d a
l i*:. .1 :.;<.!: i; nil i i. :.e. And i

i ... nild home e l

l: t t

t e s

t. « I!

lit h.to nt t :y>,{ t
0 l"'J ' f tho week, and the

V« s of her
H tr,! h and

..... v. t!
'hr r

as thej
WO 1|,

( h'M I., an t f. i ihd
! Me i

rio, a nd [ . v* i i»

t..< ie t

. r f.<
worshiper. -

{hirv w. h w 1
} bout thlrtee- M «

v.tJ ,

lifC.e iit-rro ¦ h< i .

...')]1.1
i ill, arid she did i t »

''lit f IT' Jt-T
; pet! t

v. ntvci uat..- f- -i r <

.f s-i.o wouhl have ; ,,y Jf;
;; ,.!ulf nr.K tilt b.'i lal
wi s too far i elow ! r 1

ti - Vy adoration for tho \:t-. .n . .
<.

r'af'.e Into the barren :< u \
1. ft,
WhU v 'tig had the f. 'tv t :,

Uttio i ;!?' Wini' pioi'i..--' f
1 cpin tii'i ismlllii!? fix Wh.
cliisterod in '¦ h* w)i't«i foi.is .

eoi:l in tho r t r- 17 !>ld th- f.
whisp'f lo li'-r «-f a hnppy ftit .

Tho Mayor of N««wp.rk lias proeia> i
holMay Saturday In honor of tt.«

bacoball pennant won by tlie home
t'.-jim. Pfpfcably th*< Jan* would rather
have that day Ions about next July.

OA* LBfSONS KOIl RICHMOND.
Tho offer by tho Southorn Gas and

Klectrlc Company to lcaso tho city t;ft»
plant at J140.000 a year, plus other
charges, proven nothing savo what Tho
Times-PIspatch has urged for.months.
namely, that tho Kan question needs
clean-cut InvostiBatlon. Klclimond
cannot maka head nor tall of this or-
fer or of lt« own basis for rates until
!t finds out what it has. and on what
capital charges and depreciation al-
lowanco tho pas plant Is to l>e Judged.
It Is dullcult to tell whether tho oiler
of SO cent gats within one year and 7S-
cent sras within ten years, and the
rental of f 140,000 means any rain to
Tho city or tho consumer. The lower
price sounds alluring, " tut with a

larger Income now than J 140.000. wo

may be getting our money's worth in
other city Improvements. Nobody
knows.

Ill* pcsslblo Interpretation of the
offer !s that there Is something wronR
with cur municipal pas business. The
1!nioulty may be supposed or two

shapes We can conclude that the mu¬

nicipal ownership of the gas utility
is fundamentally a mistake. It does
not work, and, no matter what perfec-
(ion the public ownership management
readies, It will Ftlll not be able to
furnish service as cheap as can a prl-
vate company. We do not think that
this conclusion is forced on Jvlchmond
by tho facts, an<l. until it Is. we see no

need of sacrificing tho public control
f -tho pas business.
The second conclusion possible lin-

iier the premises Is that, although mu-

nloipal ownership is successful In other
thlmts or In other places. It docs not
hoi o deliver the ftas to tho people as

cheaply ns It can bo delivered by a

ptivnte company. In short, If tho
proposition of tho company Is a real
raving to Richmond, then something Is
the matter with the way our gas plant
i:i run. This cannot yet be admitted |
fi5r the simple reason that the financial
firts of tho Richmond administration
cannot be compared with tho otter or
the outside. We do not know how
<¦ »ir own business stands.
This condition should bo remedied,

Technical and financial experts shout i

straighten out our own Ka.s business,
They might bo pulded by tlila offer.

They can Hp tire out about how much
the Southorn Oas Company allows for
its capital investment, for depreciation,
for extensions and for other charges.
Then we might sec what the rate per
l.i .I foot would be on that basis, and
how much surplus would come to the
. ity. Hy studying tho Ideas of pri¬
vate concerns wo might Kot a rational
way of adjusting; all the conflicting
theories of our qwn affairs.
Neither the Council nor tho Hoard

ureil <lo anything hasty. The gas bust-
i:ess ought tr> bo worth more to us
than anybody else. l.ei tis make it so.

tup. \\iN<;i:i> vktouv.
i. dec ado ago Orvlllo and W11bur

,v. .i t weie making llttio runnlns
... Into the air on flimsy wlr.es

-;tt i'Mvl; .car.ils To-day we

n tho snrno column of Garros.
. tw s me miles from Kurope

'
a. nr...1 of I'egoud, who flies u;)-
w»j a: .1 turn.* c rnjvletely over

:...,ve pari a heavy toll
»> . r c .;t knowledge, but It is

r: u to pr< )a.:rr. !r. very tru'h
..r : ¦..<:> cf the air.
T'-.r ;< fr ::: l'egoud's flirtations

are ;'..v.r. can become
ay a jart ( f h'.s aerial car

o ran T. It from left to right
ar : down, ar.d cut figures. swerve

: '. cart. There has 1 ten lingering
.; ' far tha* we would never in fact
l.r .ller.po the supreme flying of tho

I :r-'.s. 1 ".a'is* our brains End nerves
iphi r t if 'jul k i :i ugh to firn

valve* .and t-.wing levers so that we

certain of landing safely
Vet t: :s wizard l 'r< r. l.man can drop
.¦ev::.l hundred fe»t with almost vertl-

-.1 planes. :.nd right himself without
g control < { his craft He Is not

..afened by tlie rush < f air, or (..n-
! by strange positions Ills

j.. v us reaction-- « ? eye and hand
. V h:m to do what he wants when
o \~at;'p lie lias even turned l is
«.: < l.ai.'j blunt up ami ellmbed v< rtl-
nil'. for a hundred feet Mo Is no j
ir.j.'or 'he man r. the machine, lit* Is

I art of the machine, governing all Its
illn.sy powers by instil:' t_ Wo nrr;d no |
ther proof of tl Is than l.ls charming

naivete: "Ah. you thould have felt
tl.e .. rill of it: It's all very sweet
:: I»< 1 great fun

II- inay perlah at his thrilling fun,
1 .t h-.s hi: wn tho hidden powers
ijf men.

lie in- 'o ut:i.tarlan lesson of (Jnr-
!. fe. t tl. t iiaiifit!lantic Uighta
.if ju:-1 l ': ii l tho t'uturo He himself
!. tl a to i1y f i«¦ . i i:ur(>po to

? r 1'¦: i- nr.t htnnanlv Impossible,
th u-h j t now ho believes It morally
'.'i.i oss l b- Nine f-'.it of ten attempts
wotld fail It 'an bo done, nut not
v.i!h ' <. jm :. n that inni'k» an

le\-« . i. In i,i iwth. but by the luck
of daring trial

It will n i bo long, though, until
. o fti tig man. will fly acrc -s the

Ath nilc O.nron tl.lnks It could bo
I'- t ..mj.l.ahi-d In three lens, from
I r. to Iceland, from there to New-
: .'. lla.'il and thonoo to this country.
-a- 1. Ht.-go of i iio trip w< uld be only

i. little longer than tho transmedlter-
jato itn flight.

All In all. that atattift they call the
V. :ng<i'. Victory may t'O o llttlng inonu-
i 'nt t.. ti.o pioneers who have taught

i - ; \ e fill;h In the air, and In tho
rodU'.te t--:f'.s of men.

The hf'ino rending ctmrse for fnrin-
' s' v '. \ f :. la Virginia covers hiieli nice
o/.y ti.ir i as f.-ood roails, typhoid,
::r» or -joinlc!'., dotne.stlc scl-.-nce and

t'llx-rciib. l-'or recreation, wo might
vl i In . l Jo v. .. pun of differential cal¬
culus or t . (¦ Koren.

After w inrili.K f vo pennants It loo'ts
l'.ko Connie Mack rr.ight demand to boj called "Come".lu# McClilhcuddy," and| get by with It.

WHICH MIDI? FOR CAR MTOPMf
In any chango of tho traMc rulejv

Richmond should consider carefully
the wisdom and expediency of requir¬
ing that all street cars stop on the
near side of cross streets. This prac¬
tice has tho sanction of uso In such
cities tvs Washington and St. Louis.
Its manifest advantage Is that It will
tnako for safety. When tho stop Is
made before crossing tho street, tho
car Is under complete control both as
It approaches tho intersecting trafilo
and as It resumes Its passage. There
Is loss danger that a heavy car, loaded
with passengers, will dash across a
street. This danger has boon aggra¬
vated by tho dependenco motorrnen put
In the modern air brake to bring their
vehicles to a stop within a short dis¬
tance. They keep up speed until very
near the crossing. Tho stop at tho
near corner will prevent this, as far
as tho points at which stops are inado
is concerned.
On the other hand, there is one dis¬

comfort and one danger connected with
the near-side stop. The rear entranco
is not brought oven with the stepping-
stones from the sidewalk to tho tracks,
in bad weather every passenger must
walk down the road through mud and
snow to re:ich tho back platform. In
addition, there is tho risk that running
time may he interfered with by people
who wait for the car to stop before
they walk to the point where it can
be entered This habit, and that of
waiting on tho familiar far side, can

be overcome by a little thought. T he
new danger Is that people crossing tho
street in front «>f a car motionless on

tho near side may forget to look tip
and see when it gets In motion. Now
we pass behind the car and do not have
to watch It. 1

The near-side stop at transfer and
switching points would help, ns there
is no reason for the present system
of stopping on both sides of tho street.
and the near-side stop would enable
the switching to be done while the
passengers wero being taken aboard.
Considerable time would thus bo saved.
In this connection, why docs the car

company not provide regular switch¬
men at corners where trafiic is heavy
and changes of routo frequent?

^ r

rilll.DHHX T1IIC III".ST Clior.

The man who doubts tho future of
tho South Industrially or socially
should read tho little sermon on cot¬

ton crops versus children in this week's
Progressive Karnior.
The text runs thus: "When we take

the children out of school to help save
the cotton crop we rire committing a
double crltno against them. Not only
aro we rendering tho soil poorer, but
at the same time we are depriving!
thern of the opportunity <>f securing
that education which will be doubly
necessary to them in order that they
may make n living from the s"lls that
we have already t¦xhuustod. lie tier
have less cotton and let those little
backs grow straight and strong in
play, and have those eves and brains
rmi 1< ycd In the schoolhouse that is
now ..mpty."
There is r.o finer conservation doc¬

trine preached in this broad land than
that. Save the land and tench the
children: The words might become a

slogan for the wl ole South. They are

!.< t the fine theories of some man in a

library. They nppear in thr- middle
of a practical agricultural paper, right
n- v. to articles on cotton-bale tare,
and the prevention of cotton anthrax-
nose. They are the fundamentals of
faith to all who are laboring to make
the South a rich and happy region
Tie remedy suggested to the cot-'

ton-triower. and it has meaning for all
other farmers, is to cultivate less land,
It is possible fjr one rnan to plant
many more acres than he himself can
harvest. V.Ten picking ai d y\ t herinir i1
tir ie comes round, he must call on his
children "to save the crop." He sees!'
only the l";-s in money. He forgets i
tho loss in progress for the next gen- ;
eratlon. He also overlooks that by
careful close cultivation of a smaller
area he may he able to make almost
as much money as by t::cl:ling too
much. | i

This ideal of protecting the land and
tminir.i: tho children to make mote out
of it th'in their fathers did !s the heart
of our hope for the next generation)!
of farmers. It applies in Virginia, as
it does In the i.jij cotton countries, it .<

applies to the spring season as well '

as the fall. It means that the best
crop i^ good people, anil not dollars. r ]

Tins Secretary Daniels's order that 1

.-ill sailors shall be taught to sing any-
thing to <!o with the. scarcity of fish?

If tho Treasury gets peevish because
Ty Cobb broke :i few rubs, why, he'll
up and buy the blamed tl.it g.

-

in other Stales, autumn Is called "the
melancholy days." but In the Old Do- i
minion it is1 a time of corn and wine,
of azure ikies and vie. let-scented
zephyrs, of glorious days and nights
of delicious repofn, a time of possum <
and persimmons, wood smoke and
sausages, gorgeous foliage and cur-
tailed notes.

The sulphuric, acid manufacturers
aid plate-glass insurance concerns!
view with ecstasy the nppronchlng visit
of On.iidain 1'ankhurst.

'Oo ahead, you hog, and hoard tipall the gold you can. You may need it
>ine day to pay your crazy son's law-

jyi-rs' fees for escaping from a lunatic
asylum." advises the Sandy Valley

j X < w s

Evn i? the Court of Impeachment |
does not convict Hulzor, It ought at

ile;isi t<» mandamus him to get a hair11,Ut |That "file" In which tho Admlnlstra- |
'live l.nard Inters so many complaints
J makes thini s smooth all riKht.

A vie. tor I'egoud, turning somersaults
in an nroplane, .should remember tho'

j tragic. late of Htnnpty Dumpty.
The Irish object to tho vote of Dord !

Mayor O'Siica, of Dublin, because ho
is nn American. And think of how
many times Tammany lets any plainjlilt-hmiin vote!

ON THE SPUR
OFTHEMOMENT
By HOY K. MOULTON.

Arcndln.
A ploco whoro I can hang my hat
And know that l am homo;

A place from whence l well Know
that

1 11 never cn.ro to rotim.
A place where there Is no dissont
And lovo rcigiiii o'er supremo;

V\ hero no 0110 cures how tlnio Is spent
And I chn sit and dream.

A place whoro no collectors com#
To spoil n happy day;

A place where lawnmowers do not
hum

Nor alloy folliies play.
A place whero i>honographs don't rasp,
No pianolas pound;

A plaeo whero neighbors flo not gasp
And poddlo lies around.

A place whero skcetors do not skeet
And autos do not chug;

A quiet and soreno retreat,
Without a single nitko or bug'.

Whero time need not be reckoned by
And I could take my easo-

Arcadia's the place where 1
Could do as X darn pieaso.

The Diary of n Ilonrltend.
When ] bought my socond-hanrt

automobilo I called mysolt sin opti¬
mist. my wife called mo an old-fash¬
ioned frunip. and my friends called mo
a fool. It always takes frlcndti to tell
you the truth about yourself. Aiy
friends wore right. Friends always
arc. That's the worst of jt.

I ho man who sold It to me was a
lodvre brother, and It takes a good
lodge brothur to ,pull off a stunt or
that kind with neatness and dispatch,
''This car hasn't any forcdoors. electric
lights, self-starter or clsar lighter," j
said he, "but (impressively) it has an
LMigine."'

1 have found slnco that he spoke the
truth. I know it has an engine, for
tho engine has already cost mo

."i7.s,5. That is $12 more than 1 paid
for the oar in the first place. 1 have
not dared to go out or sight of a re¬

pair shop with It. The repair shops
ire not frequent enough In this coun¬

try-. There is only ono every two
(.locks. There should be ono In ovory
block

I gave mv car away to a gentleman
with a large family along In June, ana
lie brought it back next day and threat-
ened to sue me for attempting his life.
I'It4 next man T gave the car to kept
t two days and then brought it back
iid presented me a bill for ?r,r, ,r, ror

repairs be had made during the In-
tcrlm. One man kept it two weeks,
and then sneaked It Into my garace at I
night. The only hope for me Is a tire,
unless l can take it back some night
mid leave It in the barn of the friend
who sold it to me.

Aerordlnc to I'ncle Abncr.
Mrs llank Tunims ain't Kotni; to Klve

another reception at her home until
her red plush furniture comes Into
s t \ lo again.

SI H'tskins says krepin' summer
boarders has farmln' beaten to a fraz-
zle. Tli" wheat crop may fall and tho
frost kill the peaches, but tho crop ot
summer resorters goes on forever.
There is one born every minute.

It i>f mighty discouraging to a feller
who has paitl Sin for a rod and reel
to sit all dav without a bite, and have
a kid with an old 5-oent bamboo pole
sit next To him and ketch a fish every
minute, but such is gen'ally tho Irony
of fate.

It is just as well sometimes that a

feller is satisfied to be poor. It wouldn't
make much difference if he felt any
other way about It.
What has become of the old-fash-

ioned woman who used to cover every¬
thing with gilt paint and hang It Up
in the parlor?

Voice of the People
Wiiiich n Dry I'nlr.

Po the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir. 1 have noted with regret tho(

rcorudese. in e of the ol<l controversy
L-'-tween tin- Christian and temperance

! !-'aiii/.:tt i<>ns of the .State and the di¬
rectors of the State Fair, and that this
trouble has been carried again to the
¦oil11s. However, it has been a ques¬
tion of tho Christian and temperance
sentiment of the State accepting the
i1 tion of ih'- fair directors in their de¬
termination in sell liquor at the State
l-'air, or to struggle against such sale
in '-very way possible.
You will remember, Mr. Kditor, that

luring the summer and autumn, wlicr-
%.«.!. religious and temperance bodies!
; vo met. they have adopted resolu- !

lions against the sale of liquor at the
(air. This has afforded tho fair direc¬
tors th- opportunity of knowing the
^.ntiments of'a very large and resp«-c-
table number of the people of the Com-
tnoii wealth: and that resort should now
l>e had to the courts is but the logical
milling into practice of the sentiments!
xpressed, and is not taking advantage
i any one, nor should it surprise any
lie

I think It is also to be regretted that
the fair directors have decided to stand (
upon the very narrow ground of their
statutory rights In this matter. Courts,
tinder pressure of what they deem re- I
luirements of public policy, often mako
peculiar decisions. I remember that
:ihout llfteen years ago the Supremo
ourt of Appeals decided on a case i
oming up from Chnrlottesvillo that
hi-re was no double taxation involved,
while now every one agrees in less
tlagrant case than tho one I mention
that there is most outrageous douhlo
taxation* practiced under our laws in
Virginia.

It is doubtless the ostensible object
in conducting a fair like that aunuallv I
I.old in Itichmond to do ho for the
moral and material upbuilding of tho
I'eoplo; for these two principles lie at
the very loundation of all social well-
!-eing. If the sale of liquor at tho fair,
ur any u here else, Is conducive to tho
teal advancement of the people, then
It should bo encouraged, both as a
matter of sale and also as an exhibit.

Abe Martin
NOW AOn
ovsrtRS

5 ryze

lint's become o' th' sweet ole fast
c5 i°r .k,rl t,,At <!OU'd step oqt o' her
skirts? Did you ever know a good
hum that wuz a good politician?

THE ULTIMATE CONSUMER AND HIS QUEST FORTARIFF REVISION DOWNWARD.
By John T. McCutcheon.

[OvpTriefcti 1M*< Br Tshn *. M*OuM)mdsJ

B« start* oat determined to reaoh his coal, but tlM way to Ion* sad mrtwaw and he almost dsapairs. At thatmoment a unUlnf stranger ofl«n to give him a lift on hto inratf, and when b* gratefully MtepU the imlltex »tmv«rkidnaps him and starts rapidly In ths wrong direction.

The poor rlotlm of this deoelt Is iub}ecUd to lntens* pressure tor ftrvr yours by Ms nptora, but finally, beingsqueeced so very thin, hs make* his saoaps and ooos jpoee r«HJau hto }cnxvn*y toward hto coal, Oom again the smilingitrugw offers to glv« him a lift, and In ratnm he gives th. stranger ui awful bufiet.

Having thus discharged his d»tjp\ ha rinnH hi* ptoddins way, stCl hopeffal but somewhat siwujtical Finally atall and scholarly looking gentleman on a htoyol* oOaoi U help kJma. sUm« hto way* and Qm *mo prooaed witboul fturtbevmishap until stopped by ths fierce growling of dogs.

The tall gentleman, in nowise deterred, socn has the flerae dogs eating oat of his hand, and ttoey In torn lead theway to the Ultimate Consumer's goal.Tariff Revision L>ownward.

If. r.n the other hand, fho eal* of liquor
'f "ot beneflcinl to tho people of this.State; not making them wiser, betteraiul moro prosperous, It would seemthat tho directors of the fair wouldKindly discountenance such pale, notonly iit the fair, but everywhere.it appears to be u self-evident truth,,known to the directors of the fair nndto every intelligent person of any ex¬perience, that tiie sale and consump¬tion of liquors by the peoplo are not
genera 11 y beneficial, but quite the con-
trary. 1 hen, would it not l»o a grace-ful and righteous tiling for the fairdirectors io step off the very narrow
and doubtful ground of their statutoryrights.as temporarily defined bv the
courts.and respond to the best senti¬
ment of tho State, and Invite the peo¬ple, and the sons and daughter* of tho
people, to a fair so clean and whole¬
some that no careful father or mother
would fear to send his children to a
day or two's enjoyment and instructive
recreation? ,

If tho fair oxlets only for the pur¬
pose of tdklng In tho largest pos¬
sible amount of money, it appears to
me that it is unworthy tho thouKht ami
effort that have beon spent upon It.

Respectfully,
J, O. AT.,WOOD.

Richmond. Va., Sept. 25, 1913.

A Welflll Brother to Pof,
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir..As so much has been written

about Edgar Allan Poe, a word may
not be out of place for a kindred ge¬
nius, who preceded him In VirKinla
about three-quarters of a century. Like
I'oe, he was not a native of Virginia,!
but became identified with it through
i residence, Like I'oe, lie hail a strug-
gling mode of existence, loved the
wine-cup too much for his own good,
and Just as Poo was dropped from the
roll of cadets at West Point, the gen-
tleinan in question was compelled to
leave William and Mary, where he was
a professor. The name of this poet
was (Soronwy Owen, lie was born the
tlrst day of tho year 1722 in the shire
of Anglesea, Wales, lie attended the
grammar 'school at Bangor and spent
four years at Jesus College, Oxford,
when he was ordained deacon of the
Church of England. Afterwards he
served as curate of his native parish
of Llanfalr. of Oswestry, of Dunning-
ton, of Walton, near Liverpool, and of
Northolt, near London. During tills
time he was master of several neigh¬
boring grammar schools, which sorved
to swell his little salary, not exceeding
llfty pounds at any one of these places.

In 1757 there came tho chance of his
life, lie was offered by tho Bishop of
London the place of master of the
grammar school of the College of Wil¬
liam and .Mary, in Virginia. Tho sal¬
ary, 200 pounds storling per annum,
equal in modern value to $5,000, was a
tempting consideration to a half-
starved genius, and so CJoromvy, with
his wife and three children, took ship
for Virginia. In scholarship he was
In every way fitted for tho duties of
his position, since Dr. Porteus, Plshop
of London, to whom ho owed the new
situation, spoke of him as "tho most
finished writer of Latin since the days
of tho Roman Emperors." Rut ho had
the vice of Intomperanco, which was
so fatal to Poo and to Hobby Burns,
lie remained at the college only two
years, when Mr. William Webb quail-
fled as hla successor, September 25,
17ii0.
His connection with the college was

out short in this way. There was a

rivalry between town and gown. On
a certain occasion Mr. Owen, becoming
too merry with tho wine-cup, led tho
grammar boys In a row with the boys
of tho town. This seems to have so
exasperated tho board of visitors that
Mr. Owen thought It prudent to resign
his tlno-paying oflloo. and was glad
enough to accept a parish In Brunswick,
ono of tho frontier counties, where ho
married for tho third tlmo, and died in
1770. Ills besetting weakness for drink
followed him to tho end, and tho re¬
cords of Prunswlok show that tho grand
Jury one time, at least, presented him
for getting drunk.
While we are cotnpolled to speak

with groat doybtfulneas of the qualifi¬
cations of Mr. Owon as a minister of
tho church, we can apeak with un¬
tainted praise, If contemporary evldenco
l.n to bo believed, of his eminent
scholarship and poetlo genius. The
poot, Lowle Morris, who helped him
very materially in nlB tarly life, said
that "Goronwy Owen was the groatcst
genius of this age that over appeared
In our country (Wales)." IIo lu said

1 \ > W

to have been not only a perfect master
of tin- l.atin language, hut of the Welsh
language n nrt Welsh metres. His od«>
on the "Last Day of Judgment"iCywydd Y Finn l-'awr) In said to he.
unsurpassed by any poem In anv Inn- j
g u a g e In power nn<l moral sublimity.It takes rank with Milton's "ParadiseI-ost" and Dante's "Inferno" TheWelsh Unsunne 1h r perfect mysteryto me, an It Is to moat Virginians, I he-Hove, and I want It understood that I
can only speak from hearsay.Many of his poems were written InWales and England, before he came to
America, but. perhaps, his most touch-ing and beautiful verso was composedIn Vlrglnln. His requiem on his deadfriend. Lewis Morris, Is praised byWelsh critics as particularly pathetic iHut this Is not all. It establishes
Owen's mastery of metres by accom-I>llshlng one of the greatest literaryfeats connected with the Welsh lan-
Kuagc. It is writtun In each of thefour and twenty bardic metres, and
what makes the pcrformanco almost
marvelous, every line terminates withiho same syllable. Nor Is this all The
first seven stanzas form what is term -

ed a chain of enftlynlon. linked to¬
gether by malting the word that terml-
nates the former englynion the com-
menccment of the succeeding one.
The lirst edition of the poet's work

was published in 1763, flvo years after
Ooronwy's departure for America: .«
second edition appeared In 1M7; a thirdin lSf«0, and a fourth, beautifully bound
in gilt, was edited by Rev. Robert
Jones in 1&/6.
With a revival of Jnterest in Welshliterature, dating its new birth from

the year 1X20, Owen has been held byhis countrymen in enthusiastic estl-jmation. To mark their appreciation of
his classic attainments and genius his
countrymen in 1831 erected a beautifultablet to his memory In the CathedralChurch at Bangor, with a eulogisticInscription.
The hat in equivalent of his name was"Gronovlus," and in adapting this to

his Knglish residence and public func¬tions, he used the short form. "Oro-
now." In Welsh ho signed himself
"Goronwy," generally "Goronwy Ddu"
or "Goronwy Ddu O'Kon".that Is,"Gronovlus the Black" or "Oronovlusthe Black of Anglesea." In personal
appearance he was short and slender,but firm and wiry, supple and active.His complexion was dark, his hair andboard black, tho latter even whenclosely shaven peering out from hislip and chin. ITis eye, however. Is said
to have been his most remarkable fea¬
ture. "Its dark hue hurst with lightand fire under the influences of emo¬
tion."

ITis grave In Brunswick County has
been recently revealed, and certainlydeserves some fitting mark of recog¬
nition. Perhaps this article may meet
the eye of some admirer of genius who
it willing and able to see that this Is
done.
A tablet to his memory in the chapel

of William and Mary, which serves the
present college as a memorial hall,
would doubtless he appropriate and he
a more public tribute to his scholastic
and poetic genius.

LYON O. TYLER.
William and Mary College, Septem¬

ber 23, 1913.

Chenp Lnbor Causes Wrecks,
To the Editor of Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch:

Sir..Briefly commenting upon an
article In Saturday's Tlmes-Dlspatch,
under tho head of "Southern Railroads
and Safety," signed "A Constant Trav¬
eler," will say that wo appreciate your
correspondent's attitude In this mat¬
ter, but it seems that lie has too much
faith In the protection of lives mado
possible by train flagmen and steel
cars, or else he has but little concep¬
tion of tho lntrlcato manipulation and
complex operation of railroad trains.

In considering the danger <^f acci¬
dents Inoldent to railroad business, we
must bear In mind that neither a head-
on collision nor a collision of any kind
Is a natural consequence, hut always
tho result of negllffenco and incom¬
petency on the part of some one (gen¬
erally alloged to bo the block tele¬
graph operator). Somo of un may feel
safe In utoel cars, as did the unfortu¬
nate victims who wore aboard tlio Ti¬
tanic; yet steel cars can bo crushed
as easily as was this gigantic shin. So
this forces us to offer a more dlroct
means of safety to tho traveling pub¬
lic. We must Inquire as to tho root
of this ovll. which means tho loss of
so many lives annually. This Is cloar-
ly tracenblo to criminal recklessness
on tho part oI railroad management

In working cheap labor. which k^h-ernllv guarantees unskilled m-ivlci
Nut until a mere infant telc-Kraph

operator, who hail not even ! . < n . x -

amlned as to tho rules of blocking ami
manipulating lrainn. and who hail beenheld continually on duty somethii gless than a wok, allowed tn«>
to enter the same block, resulting :n
the death of 1'resldent SpenCer, <>f
the Routhern Railway, did the nation
awnk" to such criminal conditions a i
existed on the various railroad sy s
terns. I'rior to this accident railroads
throughout the country were omplo\
I n k the cheapest class of ti-lugrapli
operators available, requiring them i.>
block and dispatch trains, thereby
daily hazarding the lives of thousands.
The recent catastrophe on tho New
York, New Haven and Hartford Hail-
road Is Jusv. another instance of th*
negligence, or lack of ability, on the
nart of an employe, or possibly thelongs hours of service required of him.
Telegraphers and train dispatchers

on all railroads fill positions second
to none In point of responsibility and
trust, hut the wages paid are so low
;hat these positions arc filled malniv
by rattle-brained boys, often too young
to realize the stern responsibility rest
in< upon them, and when they reach
the age of reasoning *they seek morn
lucrative positions elsewhere. Whydo you find so few middle-aged men 'n
tho teb-Kraph service? Or why do wn
have so many wrecks? Compare the
telegraphers' minimum scale of wag*with that of the engineers and con¬
ductors, ami there you will And tho
answer to the puzzle. The railroad
conditions demand an equalized scale
of wages for equal skill and intelll
genre, and not until this is effected can
the best service bo expected. llow
long will the people encourage tho
railroads in tilling their coffers byexperimenting with amateur telegraph
operators and signalmen, at the cost
of tho annual death rate by wrecks'.'
The only solution Is to pay the teleg¬
raphers, the signalmen, tho bridge-
men, carpenters, roadway and section
men on a pro rata basis with the sal¬
aries paid men in othor departments
requiring the same degree of skill and
Intelligence.engineers and conductors,
for instance.
Recently one of the railroads enter¬

ing Richmond has been partiallyequipped with a new system of signals.
One of tho foremen in the signal de¬
partment on this road, who has been
with the company ever since a small
boy, having worked his way up from
an apprentice, now having thoroughlymastered his work, having additional
responsibilities thrust upon him, <1 i<|
not feel that it would be at! unreason¬
able presumption to intimate that asupplement of ten or fifteen dollars permonth to his wages would bo accepts.Iwith good cheer. So ho did let go ahint of this kind, but it was all In vain.The company in question has generatedall kinds of excuses for refusing this
slight increase. Imagine the presi¬
dent of tills company reclining In his
cotnfortablo Morris chair, enjoying a
whiff of a mild Havana, engaged in
transcribing such gilded phases of
poverty as would seem most palatable
to his victim out on the line working
on signals, believing that anybody cando tliis class of work! This assumption
on his part, however, is a mistake
This master signalman will, of course,leave the service, and an apprenticeagain armed with this responsibility.A few months hence, picking up a
paper, we may expect to see at llrstglanco an account of a "Big Wreck.Cause Unknown." Then comes thehost,of exports to testify that tho uii-fortunato wreck was absolutely un¬avoidable. Tho sequel la, they hadrather risk the livos of people thanto pay this master signalmnn a fair
wage of $00 per month, when they can
get an unskilled man for lens. Talkabout the Interstate Commerce Com¬mission in this connection, that honor¬able body is speedily gaining the repu¬tation as bolonging to that class who,having oyos, seo not. and having ears,hear not. that which most obviouslyconcerns tho troublo they are supposed
to alleviate. "TAHSCOTT."
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